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At the City and Archbishoprick of Dublin, a Blazing Comet 
appear'd Wednesday y e 15 Decemb r . 1680. It had a very long 
Bushy Tayle or Trayne, pale, whiteish, glairing, not unlike the 
shew of candle light through white paper. The starr itself was 
not then very conspicuous, though its Raye or Beame shott itself 
forth, so that y e starr of the 3 starrs called the Eagles Heart was 
exactly in the middle of its blaze. 

On Thursday the 16, its gastly brush tayle was seen on the 
south of the Heart of the Eagle within half the breadth of the 
Raye, &c. ; this is also sayd to have been seen in England much 
about the same time. At Erford, in Germany Thuring. on y e 
1 8 Novemb r . 80. In France, 24 Nov r . at Bourdeaux. Att Ham- 
borough, 27 Dec r . 1680, & at Mentz, Novemb. 80. 

W th these things the Irish were ready to furnish an inquisitive 
stranger, which were not a little gratefull to my curiosity. 

(To be continued.) 



THE LAST OF THE O'NEILLS, EARLS OF TYRONE. 

BY WILLIAM PINKEItTON, F. S. A., F. A. S. L. 

M. de la Ponce, of Tours, having communicated to this " Jour- 
nal" some genealogical and biographical notices of Hugh O'Neill, 
Earl of Tyrone — whom he also, ludicrously enough, terms Prince 
of Ulster — and his descendants, I must here claim a few words to 
expose our French genealogist's most obvious errors ; and I feel 
bound to observe, that I do so with every possible respect and con- 
sideration for M. de la Ponce. 

Hugh O'Neill, the last Earl of Tyrone, having been educated 
in England, and brought up in the house of Sir Henry Sidney, 
knew the value of his pedigree, and took care of it. His flight from 
Ireland is thus described in the " Annals of the Four Masters," 
our best possible authority : — 

" Maguire (Cuconnaught) and Donough, the son of Mahon, son of the 
Bishop O'Brien, brought a ship with them to Ireland, and put in at the 
harbour of Swilly. They took with them from Ireland the Earl O'Neill 
(Hugh, the son of Ferdorcha), and the Earl O'Donnell (Rury, the son of 
Hugh, son of Manus), with a great number of the chieftains of the pro- 
vince of Ulster. These were they who went with O'Neill, namely, the 
Countess Catherina, the daughter of Magennis, and her three sons, Hugh, 
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the baron, John, and Brien; Art Oge, 1 the son of Cormac, son of the 
baron; Ferdorcha, son of Con, son of O'Neill; Hugh Oge, the son of 
Brian, son of Art O'Neill; and many others of his faithful freinds." 

The O'Neills proceeded to Rome, and there seem to have sank 
into utter oblivion. Scarcely any traces of them exist in history ; but 
we know that Hugh, the Earl, received two pensions— one from the 
king of Spain, of 600 crowns, and another from the Pope, of 100 
crowns per annum. And we have a slight glance of the Earl, that 
I do not think has ever been noticed in print before, in the "Tra- 
vels" 2 of the old Scotchman, Lithgow, who was in Rome in 1609, 
and fell under suspicion of the Inquisition there ; and as it is to be 
hoped that O'Neill knew of the Scotch Protestant's concealment 
in his palace, it is a pleasing reminiscence of the old Irish warrior 
deserving to be quoted here. Lithgow says : — 

" And to speake truth, if it had not beene for Robert Meggat, born 
near to Newbottle, then resident in Burgo di Soma, with the old Earl of 
Tyrone, who had me secretly for three dayes in the top of his Lord's Pal- 
lace, when all the streetes and ports of Borne were laid for me, who con- 
veighing me away at the fourth midnight, and leapt the walles of Rome 
with mee, I had doubtlesse dyed as hot a death as a Lady Prioresse of 
Naples did afterward. And for better record Patricke Baxter, now dwell- 
ing in Dundy, and then followed the Earle of Tyrone, can justify the 
same, my custody and my escape being both within his knowledge." 

In the record of the " Four Masters," we have Hugh, the 
Earl, and his three sons, placed according to their birth and age, 
namely Hugh, the Baron, John, and Brian; Henry, an elder son, 
who had been a hostage to the King of Spain, having previously 
died at Brussels, as is clear from Hugh being styled the Baron ; 
and in the " Four Masters" we have the death of Hugh, in 1609, 
described in these words : — 

" Hugh O'Neill, the son of Hugh, son of Ferdorcha, and the heir 
of the Earl O'Neill (Tyrone), the only expectation of the Kinel-Owen 3 
to succeed his father, if he had survived him, died, and was buried in the 
same place with his mother's brothers, the Earl of O'Donnell and Caffar." 

Hugh, the Earl, the father of Hugh, the Baron, died in the 
age of Christ 1616, as is thus told in the "Annals of the Four 
Masters : — 

" O'Neill (Hugh, the son of Ferdorcha, son of Con Baccagh, son of 

1 Art Oge was the illegitimate son of Adventures and painefull Peregrinations 
Cormac Mac Baron, who died a prisoner of lone nineteen years Travailes from 
in the Tower of London ; he was also Scotland to the most famous Kingdoms 
the brother of the Earl, and father of in Europe, Asia, and Affrica." By Wil- 
the afterwards celebrated Owen Roe Ham Lithgow. Sm. 4to. 1640. 
O'Neill. 3 That is "the tribe of Owen"— the 

2 "The total Discourse of the rare O'Neills. 
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Con, son of Henry, son of Owen), who had been Baron from the death of 
his father to the year when the celebrated Parliament was held in Dub- 
lin, 1585, and who was styled Earl of Tyrone at that Parliament, and 
was afterwards styled O'Neill, died at an advanced age." 

There is then only John and Brian left of the legitimate sons of 
the Earl, and John succeeded to the titular Earldom. For I am 
ashamed to say, that a vindictive and unjust bill was introduced to 
the Irish Parliament, for the attainder of Tyrone and his fellow- 
exiles, by the Roman Catholic Knight, Sir John Everard, and it 
passed unanimously. 

To prove that this John succeeded to the Earldom, I will cite 
a manuscript in Trinity College, Dublin, in the handwriting, as 
Primate Usher has recorded, of the historian, O'Sullivan Beare. 
Its date is about 1618, and it recites that Don John O'Neill, 
Earl of Tyrone, Colonel of the Irish in Flanders ; Don Hugh 
O'Donnell, Earl of Tyrconnell, page to the Infanta 1 in Flanders, 
were presented to the King of Spain by Florentius, Archbishop of 
Tuam. 

And in another document in the same collection (MSS., T. C. 
D., E. 3. 8), but dated 1625, purporting to be presented to the 
Lords of the Council in Spain, " to the end that they may know 
what Irish they make use of on the King's occasions." It includes 
among the " ancient Irish seculars in his Majesty's dominions," 
the names of "Dom. John O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, Corronell of 
the Irish in Flanders; Dom. Hugh O'Donnell, Earl of Tyr- 
connell, page to the Infanta in Flanders ; " and " Dom. Eugenius 
O'Neill, Sergeant-Major." This last was the celebrated Owen 
Roe O'Neill. The rank of serjeant-major in a regiment was then 
equal to that of a major now, while a serjeant-major of an army 
then performed the same duties, and had the same rank, as a 
quartermaster-general at the present day. 

Again, Hugh Mac Caughwell, Archbishop of Armagh, died at 
Rome in 1626, and John O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, erected a monu- 
ment to his memory in the Church of St. Isidore, on which there 
were the following words : — 

"ExCELLENTISSIMUS DoMINUS 

Johannes O'Neale TiRONiiE Comes 
Hunc Lapidem Pom Fecit." 

These words will be found in the " Supplementum" to De 
Burgo's " Hiberniae Dominicans," p. 784; and also in Wase's 
" Writers," p. 104. But why need I refer to books ; I quote them 
from my own memorandum book, for I read them myself on the 
monument some quarter of a century ago, and from the state the 

1 Isabella Clara Eugenia, Infanta of Spain. 
O 
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inscription was in then, it promised to be equally as legible for a 
century to come. 

Of the end of the reign of Charles I. there is in the State 
Paper Office a great number of documents connected herewith, 
but unfortunately undated. One of them is exceedingly interest- 
ing, and well worthy of a place here. It is a list of the Irishmen 
abroad, who might be dangerous to the peace of Ireland in the 
event of a war with Spain ; and as peace was declared with that 
nation in 1630, we may conclude it was written in that year. The 
notes in the margin, and words underlined, have no doubt been 
made as marks of importance by the officer who had received the 
paper. It is as follows : — 

" The dangers of Ireland not yet doubted, because that kingdome 
seemeth quiet, doe depend most on the plottes and pur- 
poses of Irish commanders serving forraigne Princes 

" The Irish servinge forraigne Princes are either soldiers or pensioners 
in Spain, Italy, France, Germany, Poland, and under the Archduchess ; 
wherof many are growne expert soldiers by sea and land. A list of many 
of the chiefest of them, as far as I can learne, I have here inserted : — 

" Don Eicardo Buck (for so he Burke is called), being of the Earle of 
Clanricard's kindred, is a man much experienced in martiall affaires, and 
much estemed for his judgment in the mathematickes, and a good ingi- 
niere. He served many yeares under the Spanish in Naples, from thence 
he was employed to the West Indies, and returned to Spaine. After- 
wards, with supply of new authority, he was sent to the Low Countreys, 
and was highly respected by the Archdutchess. He was called to the 
Emperor, and was appointed Leiutenant-Generall ; but the Emperor 
refrayned that intended expedition. The Duke of Florence hearing of 
„ „ his sufficiency sent for him, and made him Governor of Lygorne 1 , 
where he hath lived in great esteeme. 

"In Milaine Phellemy O'Neile, nephew unto old Tyrone, 
liveth in greate Request, and is a Captaine to a troop of Horse. 

" There is also one Jamss Routh, an Alpheres of a Company amongst 
the Spanish Infantrie, he is a brother to Captaine John Routh, a pensioner 
in Naples, whoe carried Tyrone out of Ireland. 

" In the Citty of Florence, there is one Captaine Salamon M°Da, of the 
house of the Geraldines, whoe claimeth as a Geraldine to be descended 
from out of Florence, by the Duke he is enterteyned. He fled out of 
Spaine for Killing an English gentleman, whoe was one of the English 
Ambassador's gentlemen, and is a pensioner to the Duke of Florence, 
having byn a soldier. 

" In Naples, Sir Thomas Talbot, Knight of the Order of Malta, a re- 
solute and welbeloved man. He attained to that order, partly by his Ser- 
vice, and by Tyrone's endevours. 

" In Naples alsoe lived a long while the Lord "Wise, the titulary Prior 
of England, but of later times he removed into Spayne, and liveth at 
Court there. Soe there other Irish Captaynes and officers in Naples. 

1 Leghorn. 
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" In Spayne, Captaine Phelemy Kavanagh, sonne in law to Donnel 
Spaniough, serveth under the King by sea. Captayne Art O Morcho, a 
valiant man and well accounted. Captayne Soulevayne, a man of noted 
courage. Theis live commonly at Lisbone, and are sea captaines, besides 
others of the Irish. Captaine Driscoll, the younger, son to old Captayne 
Driscoll, both men reckoned valorous, and the ffatherof most experience. 

" In the Court of Spayne liveth the son of Richard Burh, which was 
nephew unto M c William, whoe dyed at Valladolid, the young man was page 
„ unto the last Kinge of Spayne. He is in high favour with the 
' ' ' Kinge, and, as it is reported, is to be made a Marques. Captayne 
Toby Burke, a pensioner in the Court of Spayne, another nephew to the 
said M c William deceased. Captayne John Burke M c Shane, whoe served 
long time in Flaunders, and now liveth on his pension assigned in the 
Groyne. Captayne Daniell, a pensioner at Antwerpe. 

"In the Low Countryes under the Archduchess. 

" John O'Neile, son to the Arch-Traitor, Tyrone, Colonell of the Irish 
Regiment, young O'Donell, son to the late Traiterous Earle of Tircon- 
nell, Owen O'Neill, 1 Sergeant-Major of the Irish Regiment, Captaine Art 
O'Neile, Captaine Cormock O'Neile, Captayne Donell O'Donnell, Cap- 
taine Thady O'Sulevan, Captayne Preston, Captaine Fitz Gerrott, old 
Captaine Fitz Gerrott, sometimes Sergeant-Major, now a Pensioner, Capt. 
Edmond 0'Mo[ ], Capt. Brian O'liely, Captaine Stanihurst, Captaine 
Garlon, Capt. Daniel, Captaine "VValshe. 

" There are divers other Captaines and officers of the Irish under the 
Archduchess, some of whose companies are cast, and they are made Pen- 
sioners. Of theis serving under the Archduchesse, there are about 100, 
able to command companyes, and twenty fitt to be Colonells. Many of 
them are descended of gentlemens families and some of noblemens. 

" Theis Irish Soldiers and Pensioners doe stay their resolutions untill 
they see whether England makes peace or warr with Spayne. If peace, 
they have practised already with other forraigne Princes, from whom 
they have received hopes of assistance. If warre insue, they are confident 
of greater ayde. 

" They have byn longe providinge of armes for any attempt against 
Ireland, and had in rediness five or six thousand Arms laid up in Ant- 
werpe for that purpose, bought out of the deduction of their monthly pay, 
as will be proved. And it is thought, they have nowe doubled that pro- 
portion by this meanes. 
„ _ "If his Majesty shall think fittwhilst the peace is nowe treated of 

' ' (as the fittest time to prevent future perills, it being neglected at 
the making of the last peace with Spayne) to imploy some trusty and suffi- 
cient man unto the Archduchesse to procure the restraint of dangerous 
designes by the Irish serving under her, and some other to the King of 
Spayne for that purpose, I doe conceive much insuinge danger may be 
avoyded ; or, if that shold not take effect, yet meanes may be made, under 
cullor of that message, to deale with some imployed there, whoe shall 
discover unto the State here any evill intentions the Irish there shall goe 
about to trouble Ireland. And I think I knowe whoe are fittest to be 
ingaged in that service. 

i Owen Roe O'Neill. 
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" Besides, under correction, I conceive that some provision for 
strength of armes and soldiers for resistance of rebellion or invasion of 
Ireland, is most needfull, wherein I believe I can show and sett downe a 
course, howe seaven thousand foote, and three hundred horse may be 
alwaies in a rediness well armed in that Eealme, for the safety thereof, 
without any charge to his Ma"*, or greate burthen to the country, which 
I shall be redy to propound, when I shall be thereto commanded by his 
Ma" e , soe that it be kept secret unto his royall self, otherwise the dis- 
covery of theis things, will disappoint and defeate his service for the safety 
of that kingdome." 

It is clear, then, that John O'Neill was the titular Earl 
of Tyrone, and that he commanded the Irish regiment in Flanders. 
He died also early in 1641; for, in the confession of Lord Ma- 
guire, ' written with his own hand, when under sentence of death, 
and delivered by him to Sir John Conyers, the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, to be presented to the Lords in Parliament, he says that 
one Neale O'Neill was sent by the Earl of Tyrone to seek out the 
gentry of his name and kindred in Ireland ; but a report even then 
was spread that the Earl was dead, which was not believed ; 
" but presently after his departure the Earl's death was known ;" 
and he continues, " the Pope had given several promises formerly 
to my Lord of Tyrone to maintaim 6000 men yearly at his own 
charge, and that, notwithstanding that my Lord of Tyrone was 
dead, yet that he would continue the same forwardness now." 

The greatest error of M. de la Ponce appears to be in con- 
founding John with Brian O'Neill. It is John who is alluded to 
in Moore's "History of Ireland," where it says that, "in 1640, 
although Tyrone has been many years dead, a son worthy of his 
name and fame was still alive, who commanded a regiment in the 
Spanish service." It is the same John who is alluded to by both 
Wills and Keating, whom M. de la Ponce quotes. I am really 
surprised at the assumptions of a genealogist, who tells us that he 
has "proved that Shane O'Neill, another legitimate son of Hugh, 
Earl of Tyrone, was in Ireland about the year 1646, with his 
relative, Owen Roe O'Neill." Now, the proof of this is merely the 
words from Wills' "Lives of Illustrious Irishmen," as follows: — 
" In the meantime, Shane O'Neill, whom his commander (Owen 
Roe) had posted in the rear of the cavalry, advanced with his 

twelve companies" This is what M. de la Ponce calls the 

proof that this Shane was the legitimate son of Hugh O'Neill ! 
And he further asks, "If Brian, another legitimate son of this 
Count (Tyrone) is not the Colonel, who died in the Spanish ser- 
vice in 1641, what is the name of this Colonel, who was legitimate 
son of the Count of Tyrone? We should be happy to learn 
this fact from the anonymous gentleman." Well, though I do not 

1 Nalson. 
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know the anonymous gentleman, nor have I seen any of his 
writings, I shall take upon me to answer the question. His name 
was Shane or John, and he died at St. Fleu, in Catalonia, January 
22nd, 1641. 1 

To resume for one moment, we find, according to the " Four 
Masters," the very best authority in a case of this kind, that Hugh 
O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, died in 16 16, at Rome; his then eldest 
son and heir pre-deceased his lather, dying at Rome in 1609. At 
the death of the Earl, or immediately after, John assumed the title, 
became Colonel of the Irish regiment at Brussels, and finally died at 
St. Fleu in 1641 ; for this I give sufficient documentary evidence. 
Brian, the youngest son of Hugh, the Earl, died at Brussels about 
1619. I may add here, that John O'Neill left an illegitimate son 
named Hugh, to whom Philip IV. of Spain gave his father's regi- 
ment, and also granted him letters of legitimization ; but, in 1642, 
the Pope refused to give confirmation to those letters. Hugh, 
too, was inactive in his nature, thought nothing of his Irish 
descent, and never went at any time to that country. 

Though Sir Phelim O'Neill was bred up a Protestant in Eng- 
land, when he heard of the death of John O'Neill, in 1641, his 
ambition became excited, and he at once rushed into the con- 
spiracy, urging Roger O'More to commence the insurrection. And 
as the most considerable of his name [he was legitimately descended 
from an Owen O'Neill, grandfather by the father's side to Con 
Baccagh] in Ireland, he prematurely set fire to the train of rebel- 
lion, and speedily found himself the leader of several thousand 
men. His suceess turned his weak brain, accounting himself King 
of Ulster, and assuming the title of" the O'Neill;" he even took 
greater authority than had ever been given of old to the dignity, 
and engrafting upon his learning, gained at Lincoln's Inn, made 
various feudal grants — " according to our regal intention." But 
when Owen Roe O'Neill arrived in Ireland, the gentlemen of 
Ulster unanimously chose him as their commander-in-chief, but 
declared neither of them to be " the O'Neill," though Owen 
was troubled all his life by the emulation of Sir Phelim O'Neill, 
and his relations. So we are told by Carte, though Moore as 
distinctly says, that Owen was elected "the O'Neill," though 
he really was the illegitimate son of an illegitimate father. Either 
story, however, is utterly condemnatory of the idea, that a legiti- 
mate son of Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, commanded the 
cavalry in the army of Owen Roe O'Neill, as we are most as- 
suredly told by M. de la Ponce. 

That a legitimate son of Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, was an 
officer in Owen Roe's army in Ireland, without the fact being 

i Carte. 
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known to the Irish people at the time, or to Irish antiquaries 
now, is simply an absurd impossibility. An "O'Neill" would 
have been hailed by ten thousand Irish voices, and not concealed 
under a bushel, to be discovered now by a French genealogist. 
"What does M. de la Ponce offer us as a proof of his bare assertion ? 
Not one word. The pedigree of M'Curtin is simply erroneous. 
The certificate by the officers of the Brigade of Walsh only states 
that James Henry O'Neill is born " of the ancient and illustrious 
family of the O'Neills;" and I will get one hundred different 
families of O'Neill in the North of Ireland to state the same thing 
at the present day. 

In the war of the Revolution, one Gordon O'Neill, said to be 
the son of Sir Phelim, was raised to be a Brigadier-General, and 
claimed to be of the family of "the O'Neill." At this time 
one Balldearg O'Donnell, the next of kin to the last O'Donnell, 
Earl of Tyrconnell, came to Ireland. He was also a brigadier; and 
Storey, speaking of him, says — " It is incredible how fast the 
vulgar Irish flocked to him at his first coming ; so that he got in a 
small time 8000 rapparees, and such like people, together." King 
James himself says, that " Ballderrick O'Donnell had set up for 
an independent commander, and having got together no less than 
eight regiments newly raised, with a crowd of loose men over and 
above, lived in a manner at discretion." Now Talbot, who was 
then Earl of Tyrconnell, opposed the services of Balldearg as much 
as he possibly could. Colonel O'Kelly, in the " Excidium Ma- 
car ia?," says, that — 

" The King recommending him to Talbot, he gave him the command 
of the new levies, raised by the inhabitants of the province of Ulster, who 
were then retired into Connaught, but afforded him neither arms or 
maintenance; and observing soon after that O'Donnell grew popular 
among the old Irish, he took from him some of the new legions, whom he 
incorporated in the standing army, leaving him and the rest without any 
manner of subsistence. He also encouraged the nobles of Ulster, and 
even the Tribunes of his own Brigade, to oppose him, in order to suppress 
his aspiring mind; but his chiefest aim was to breed jealousies between 
him and Gordon O'Neill, descended from the first Prince of Ulster; for 
he apprehended (and perhaps he had reason) that if the forces of Ulster, 
all composed of old Irish, were united together, they might easily obstruct 
his design to reduce Ireland under the jurisdiction of William, in order 
to preserve there the English interest, which is held so sacred by those 
of England, and even by some natives of Ireland deriving their extraction 
from thence, wherof Talbot was one, that they prefer it before the true 
worship of the immortal Gods." 

Balldearg O'Donnell, however, little recked of Talbot's oppo- 
sition, he was readily bought over to the other side, and ended his 
days comfortably, with a pension of £500 per annum, granted by 
William III. 
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The simple fact of such intrigues clearly shows that there was 
no knowledge then in Ireland of a lineal descendant of the Earl of 
Tyrone. He indeed had wisely proceeded to the island of Marti- 
nico, when, or under what circumstances, we are not told. Though, 
I conceive, it would be almost as difficult for an Irishman in the 
seventeenth century to settle in a French West India island, as it 
was, some 3000 years earlier, for an inhabitant of the Grecian Ar- 
chipelago to settle in Ireland. 

Divide et impera was always the rule of English government 
in Ireland. I have referred above to an undated paper in the 
State Paper Office, and I am tempted here now to refer to another. 
It is written by Sir Pierce Crosbye, and addressed " to the right 
honble the Lo. Conway, principal secretary to his Majesty," so it 
cannot be of a later date than 1625, when Conway resigned the 
secretaryship. Its principal purport is " the Irish souldiers in 
Flanders," whom the writer considers to " have been enterteyned 
and kept there of purpose to be throwne back agayne as firebrands 
when occasion should serve." 

"I hould Tirconnell's sonne," Sir Pierce says, "the likeliest to be 
wonne, and that for these reasons : — First, his mother, being of English 
descent, hath often advised with myself and other of her allyes how to 
bring home her sonne, and to move his late Majesty to be gracious unto 
him, which, it is to be presumed, she would not have done, if she had not 
understood his own inclination and propense thereunto, having had, as 
may well be supposed, frequent correspondency with him, by letters and 
messages. 

" Secondly, there is betweene him and Tyrone's sonne an implacable 
emulation, O'Donnell esteeming himself the better gent., and disdayning 
to be inferior to the other, and yet well knowing that the name of O'Neill 
in Ireland will carry the superioritie, and invassel him if they should 
atchieve their purpose. 

"Lastly, the foresayd Oapt. Preston, who is brother to the Vicount 
Gormanstowne, and will certainly be glad to quitt that partie upon any 
reasonable tearmes, hath of all men the greatest power with the young 
gent., and will, I am confident, persuade him effectually to accept of any 
good conditions, and to sue for grace. 

" If this be effected, it will be a matter of very great consequence, for 
against this man, the old rule of state, to rayse a Rowland for an Oliver 
will little avayle, there being no competitor to O'Donnell, except Sir 
Neill O'Donnell, now in the Tower, so that the King must otherwise be 
at the charge of an army to suppress him. Besides the weakening of Ty- 
rone, who, being left to trust to his owne followers in the North, will be 
greatly subdued, without any great charge to his Majesty, in regard of 
divers of his own name and kindred, who may be mayntayned and coun- 
tenanced agaynst him." 

The Countess of Tyrconnell, whom Crosbie speaks of in this 
paper as being of English descent, was a daughter of Henry, twelfth 
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Earl of Kildare, and Lady Frances Howard, daughter of Charles, 
Earl of Nottingham. When her husband fled from Ireland, she 
refused to go with him, and immediately after gave birth to a 
daughter, who was adopted by James I., who gave her, at the 
fount, the name of Marie Stuart. The Earl died at Rome in 1608 ; 
and when his daughter, Marie, came to marriageable years, she was 
intended to have been married to a Protestant, but, disdaining such 
a catastrophe, she fled, in men's clothes, to the Continent, and 
claimed the protection of the Infanta, at Brussells. This event 
created a sensation throughout all Europe. She was compared to 
Euphrosyne of Alexandria, to Aldegonde, and other sainted virgins 
of antiquity. The Pope wrote her a letter, in his own hand, prais- 
ing and blessing her. A history of the affair, written by Albert 
Henriques, was published at Brussels, in 1627, under the title, 
" Resolucion Varonil o Viage que heco Donna Maria Estuarda 
Condesa de Tirconel entrage de baron, Historia Entretenido y 
Verdadero." And in the following year it was translated into 
French by Pierre de Cadenat, and published at Paris, as " Reso- 
lution courageuse et lon'able, de la Countesse de Tirconel, Irlan- 
doise. Ses adventures, et ses voyages en habit de cavalier, estant 
persecutee pour la religion Catholique en Angleterre." 

The late Mr. O'Donovan tells us that this Marie Stuart 
afterwards married the Earl of Fingall. But it was an elder 
daughter, named Elizabeth, whom Tyrconnell, in a fit of loyalty, 
had called after the maiden queen, that married the Earl of Fin- 
gall. Marie Stuart died a virgin nun, in a foreign convent. 

The above was written, and in the hands of the editor, several 
months before the publication of the Eev. C. P. Meehan's " Fate and For- 
tunes of Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone." He states that Henry O'Neill, 
Tyrone's second son, assumed the title after his father's death, and that 
he was Colonel of the Irish regiment as early as 1605 ; but he does not 
give us any documentary evidence for these assertions, and we never 
hear of him after his father's death, in 1616. Mr. Meehan further tells us, 
in allusion to an undated letter of William Turnbull, which appears to 
have been written in 1615: — "Of Henry's career we have not been able 
to get further data; but there is no doubt that he continued Colonel of 
the Irish regiment till his death, which must have occurred some time 
before 1626, when the Earldom devolved on John ; the latter succeeded 
to the command held by his brother." Now I have clearly shown, 
that John O'Neill was titular Earl of Tyrone, and Colonel of the Irish 
regiment in Flanders, as early as 1618, two years only after old Tyrone's 
death. Can Mr. Meehan have mistaken Henry for John ? The last 
authentic account I have of Henry is, that he is mentioned in the bill of 
attainder passed by the Irish Parliament in 1614. lam, therefore, com- 
pelled to conclude that Henry O'Neill died before his father." 



